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TRIPLE THREAT
The MEV tR1ke 
Combines Supercar 
With Superbike!
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story and photos by Harold Pace

Three-wheeled sportscars have 
long been popular in England, 
DW�ÀUVW�GXH�WR�WKH�FRQVLGHUDEO\�
lower purchase tax levied against 

PRWRUF\FOHV�WKDQ�FDUV��$Q\WKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�
four wheels got the cut, so pioneering 
ÀUPV�OLNH�0RUJDQ�VROG�WKRXVDQGV�RI�WULNHV�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�:RUOG�:DUV��7RGD\�WULNH�
NLWV�DUH�VWLOO�SRSXODU�GXH�WR�WKHLU�LQFUHG-
LEOH�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�ORZ�EXLOG�FRVWV��:H�
UHFHQWO\�KDG�D�FKDQFH�WR�WDNH�WKH�(QJOLVK�
0(9�W5�NH�NLW�FDU��EXLOW�E\�5RDG�7UDFN�
5DFH��IRU�D�VSLQ�DURXQG�WKH�UXUDO�7H[DV�
FRXQWU\VLGH��WKDQNV�WR�WKHLU�QHZ�$PHULFDQ�
GLVWULEXWRU��'RYH�5DFLQJ�//&��

%\�PRXQWLQJ�WZR�ZKHHOV�DW�WKH�IURQW�
VHYHUDO�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJV�DUH�DFFRPSOLVKHG��
One, there is more rubber on the front for 
LPSURYHG�KDQGOLQJ��7ZR��LW�DOORZV�WKH�XVH�
RI�D�FRPSOHWH�PRWRUF\FOH�SRZHU�SDFNDJH�
LQ�WKH�EDFN��LQ�WKLV�FDVH�WKH�SRWHQW�<DPDKD�
<=)5���FRPPRQO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�VLPSO\�DV�
DQ�´5�µ���7KH�W5�NH�FDQ�EH�FRQÀJXUHG�
WR�XVH�DQ\�����������5���EXW�'RYH�KDV�
VSHFLÀFDOO\�HQJLQHHUHG�WKH�$PHULFDQ�YHU-
VLRQ�DURXQG�WKH�IXHO�LQMHFWHG�����������
PRGHOV��ZKLFK�EHOW�RXW�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�����
KS��7KH�HDUOLHU�FDUEXUHWHG�5�V�KDYH�����
KS��DQG�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�ZHOO��7KH������DQG�
XS�5��V�KDYH�D�GLIIHUHQW�HQJLQH�DQG�ZRXOG�
UHTXLUH�FXVWRP�HQJLQHHULQJ�WR�ÀW��ZKLFK�
5RDG�7UDFN�5DFH�LV�FXUUHQWO\�GHYHORSLQJ�

7KH�W5�NH�LV�EDVHG�RQ�D�WULDQJXODWHG�
steel space frame that was computer de-
signed with simulated suspension loading 
DQG�UHÀQHG�E\�DFWXDO�WUDFN�WHVWLQJ��7KH�
IUDPH�PRXQWV�WKH�<DPDKD�FRPSRQHQWV�DQG�
ZHLJKV�DURXQG�����SRXQGV��ZKLFK�JLYHV�D�
SRZHU�WR�ZHLJKW�UDWLR�RI������SRXQGV�SHU�
KRUVHSRZHU���&RPSDUH�WKLV�WR�D�W\SLFDO�����
&REUD�UHSOLFD�DW�������RU�HYHQ�D�%XJDWWL�
9H\URQ�DW�������<RX�JHW�WKH�LGHD�²�WKLV�
WULNH�LV�VHULRXVO\�TXLFN��

7KH�VWHHULQJ�UDFN�LV�VRXUFHG�IURP�D�
)RUG�)LHVWD�DQG�KDV�����WXUQV�ORFN�WR�ORFN��
EXW�D�TXLFNHU�����WXUQ�UDFN�LV�DYDLODEOH��
7KH�VWHHULQJ�FROXPQ�LV�DOVR�D�)LHVWD�LWHP�
DQG�WKH�IDFWRU\�VZLWFKJHDU�FDQ�EH�PDGH�WR�
LQWHUIDFH�ZLWK�WKH�ELNH�HOHFWULFV��7KH�ELNH�
wiring harness can be used as a starting 
SRLQW��EXW�UHTXLUHV�VRPH�HIIRUW�WR�ÀJXUH�
RXW�VR�'RYH�LV�UHDG\�WR�KHOS��7KH�<DPDKD�
GDVKERDUG�DQG�JDXJHV�DUH�XVHG�LQWDFW��7KH�
��µ�)LHVWD�VWHHULQJ�ZKHHO�LV�VWDQGDUG��RU�
DIWHUPDUNHW�ZKHHOV��OLNH�WKH�RQH�VKRZQ�RQ�
WKLV�FDU��FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG��

7KH�RSWLRQDO�IURQW�GLVF�EUDNHV�DUH�
:LOZRRG���SRWV�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�URWRUV�DQG�
KXEV��7KH�UHDU�EUDNH�DQG�VSURFNHW�DVVHP-
EO\�LV�IURP�WKH�5���7KH��������NLW�LQFOXGHV�
WKH�IUDPH��DGMXVWDEOH�VKRFNV�DQG�VSULQJV��
wishbones and uprights, a color gel-coated 



47

ÀEHUJODVV�ERG\��)RUG�)LHVWD�VWHHULQJ�
FRPSRQHQWV�DQG�WKH�IXHO�V\VWHP��2SWLRQDO�
HTXLSPHQW�LQFOXGHV�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�
EUDNHV��SRZGHU�FRDWLQJ��VHDWV��SDGGOH�
VKLIWHUV�DQG�RWKHU�SHUIRUPDQFH�XSJUDGHV��
7KH�ZKHHOV�RQ�RXU�WHVW�FDU�ZHUH�FKURPH�
&UDYH���V����µ�;����µ��PRXQWLQJ�<RNR-
KDPD�$GYDQ��UXEEHU�LQ�������=5����WKH�
EDFN�ZKHHO�LV�WKH�VWDQGDUG�5��ZKHHO�VKRUQ�
ZLWK�<RNR�$GYDQ�1HRYD�$'���LQ��������
����)RU�EHWWHU�KDQGOLQJ�'RYH�UHFRPPHQGV�
UHSODFLQJ�WKH�VWRFN�5��UHDU�WLUH�ZLWK�D�KLJK�
SHUIRUPDQFH�FDU�WLUH��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�DQ�HOHF-
WULF�UHYHUVLQJ�PRWRU�NLW�DV�WKH�PRWRUF\FOH�
JHDUER[�ODFNV�D�UHYHUVH�JHDU�

7KH�5��GRQRU�ELNH�FRQWULEXWHV�LWV�HQ-
JLQH��WUDQVPLVVLRQ��VZLQJ�DUP��FKDLQ�GULYH��
EDFN�ZKHHO��ZLULQJ�ORRP��JDXJHV�DQG�
LJQLWLRQ�V\VWHP�WR�WKH�FDXVH��'RYH�5DFLQJ�
ERVV�3HWH�'RYH�UHFRPPHQGV�EX\LQJ�D�
FRPSOHWH�XVHG�ELNH�DQG�VHOOLQJ�WKH�XQXVHG�
SDUWV�WR�UHFRYHU�VRPH�RI�WKH�H[SHQVH�
�WKHUH·V�QR�VKRUWDJH�RI�EHQW�VXSHUELNHV��RU�
RZQHU·V�ORRNLQJ�IRU�SDUWV�WR�UHSDLU�WKHP���
7KH�W5�NH�VKRZQ�KHUH�ZDV�EXLOW�IURP�D�
VWUDLJKW������5��SXUFKDVHG�IRU���������RI�
ZKLFK�DURXQG��������ZDV�UHFRYHUHG�IURP�
WKH�VDOH�RI�WKH�IUDPH��DSSUR[����������DQG�
ERG\�SDUWV��7KH\�DOVR�JRW�D�IHZ�´ERQXVµ�
FXVWRP�SDUWV�RII�WKH�GRQRU�ELNH��OLNH�WKH�
FKURPHG�VZLQJ�DUP�DQG�ZKHHO��<RX�FDQ�
DOVR�VWDUW�ZLWK�D�GDPDJHG�ELNH�WKDW�KDV�D�
KHDOWK\�GULYH�WUDLQ��OLNH�WKH������5��'RYH�
UHFHQWO\�DFTXLUHG�IRU���������

'RYH�HVWLPDWHV�D�FRPSOHWH�W5�NH�FDQ�
EH�EXLOW�IRU�DURXQG����������LQFOXGLQJ�
VKLSSLQJ��ZKLOH�D�WXUQNH\�PRGHO�OLNH�WKH�
RQH�ZH�WHVWHG�VHOOV�IRU�DURXQG����������
$VVHPEO\�WLPH�LV�HVWLPDWHG�DW�����WR�����
KRXUV��

$IWHU�ZH�ÀQLVKHG�RXU�SKRWR�VHVVLRQ�
QHDU�WKH�SLFWXUHVTXH�FRXQWU\�WRZQ�RI�
/HRQDUG��7H[DV��,�WRRN�WKH�W5�NH�IRU�D�VSLQ�
GRZQ�VRPH�WZLVW\�UXUDO�URDGV��,W�ZDV�MXVW�
JHWWLQJ�GDUN�DQG�WKH�OLJKWLQJ�LV�PLQLPDO�
IRU�WKH�OHYHO�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH�DYDLODEOH��<RX�
ZLOO�QHHG�WR�GUHVV�PRWRUF\FOH�VW\OH��ZDUP�
DQG�ZLWK�JRJJOHV��DV�WKHUH�DUH�QR�ZLQG-
VFUHHQV�RU�VLGH�ERG\�SDQHOV�WR�GHÁHFW�WKH�
ZLQG��7KH�VHTXHQWLDO�VKLIWHU�OHYHU�DGDSWV�
WKH�<DPDKD�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�WR�WKH�WZR�VHDW�
FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�DQG�RIIHUV�OLJKWQLQJ�IDVW��
SRVLWLYH�VKLIWLQJ��7KH�VWHHULQJ�LV�UDFH�FDU�
TXLFN�DQG�D�OLWWOH�QHUYRXV�XQWLO�\RX�JHW�
XVHG�WR�LW��,I�\RX�KDYHQ·W�GULYHQ�D�WULNH�
EHIRUH�LW·V�XQQHUYLQJ�DW�ÀUVW��<RX�QHHG�WR�
JHW�WKH�WLUHV�ZDUPHG�XS��WKHQ�SXVK�LW�IDLUO\�
KDUG�WR�JHW�WKH�IXOO�HIIHFW��7KH�EHVW�SODFH�
WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�PDVWHU�WKLV�EHDVW�ZRXOG�EH�
D�UDFHWUDFN�ZKHUH�\RX�FRXOG�H[SORUH�WKH�
OLPLWV�LQ�D�FRQWUROOHG�HQYLURQPHQW��:LWK�
WKLV�PXFK�RRPSK�WKH�XQZDU\�FRXOG�JHW�LQ�
WURXEOH�RQ�D�SRWKROHG�URDG��7KH�W5�NH�,6�

D�WR\��DQG�D�UHDOO\�JUHDW�WR\�DW�WKDW���EXW�D�
WR\�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH�DSSURDFKHG�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�
DQG�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ��7KRVH�ZLWK�UDFLQJ�JR�
NDUW�WLPH�VKRXOG�IHHO�ULJKW�DW�KRPH��

2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�LV�QR�GDLO\�GULYHU�RU�
IDLUJURXQGV�FUXLVHU��7KHUH�LV�QR�KHDWHU��
OXJJDJH�VWRUDJH�RU�HYHQ�UXGLPHQWDU\�
ZHDWKHU�SURWHFWLRQ��$�+DUOH\�(OHFWUD�*OLGH�
VHHPV�SRVLWLYHO\�GHFDGHQW�E\�FRPSDULVRQ��
7KH�W5�NH�LV�D�VHULRXV�SHUIRUPDQFH�YH-
KLFOH�DW�DQ�DPD]LQJ�SULFH�SRLQW��D�FRPEL-
QDWLRQ�ELNH�VSRUWV�FDU�WKDW�FDQ�UXQ�ZLWK�D�
9H\URQ�RU�D�&RUYHWWH�=5���XS�WR�����PSK��

IRU�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�SULFH�RI�D�QHZ�0D]GD�
0;���RU�0LQL�&RRSHU�6��$QG�LW�FDQ�
KXPEOH�D�VXSHUELNH�RQ�DQ\�URDG�FRXUVH��

0(9�NLW�FDU�GHVLJQV�DUH�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�
8.�E\�5RDG�7UDFN�5DFH��DQG�'RYH�5DF-
LQJ�LV�WKH�8�6��5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�IRU�WKHLU�
FDUV��7KH\�DOVR�VHOO���ZKHHOHG�NLWV�DQG�
ZH�NQRZ�ZH�H[SHFW�WR�VHH�RWKHU�H[FLWLQJ�
PRGHOV�IURP�WKHP�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��� ���KCB
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